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Linguists are often tempted, and sometimes succumb to the temptation, 
to make inferences from partial evidence in an attempt to formulate general
isations. This tendency has manifested itself within the Pacific area, 
in particular in the quest to unravel the relationships and development 
of the languages and the history of the peopling of this vast region. 
Geraghty's painstaking study emphasises the value of collecting a great 
deal of evidence and carefully considering and evaluating it, if one is 
to produce an account which is likely to stand the test of time. 

Geraghty's account of the history of the Fijian languages is an 
elaborated version of his doctoral dissertation. G.B. Milner, in the 
foreword, claims that "the present book is one of the most significant 
contributions to the knowledge of the standard language of Fiji and of its 
dialects" • Geraghty certainly makes a major contribution to the study of 
Fijian and also to Oceanic linguistics in general for he presents detailed 
data on no less than thirty-eight dialect areas within the Fiji Islands, 
with the dialectal difference and peculiarities of each region accounted 
for, and a synthesis of Fijian language development and inter-relationships 
achieved. 

The book divides fairly neatly into three parts, the first dearing 
with phonology, the second morpho-syntax and the third a synthesis of the 
evidence providing a grouping of Fijian communalects based on exclusively 
shared features. These features, Geraghty cautiously states, appear to 

be innovations, the most solid evidence upon which any subgrouping hypothesis 
may rest. 

Geraghty begins by carefully detailing how the data are presented, 
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and in the process explains a rather ingenious shorthand system which he 
has devised to represent kinship terminology both more accurately and more 
economically than anthropological or linguistic writings normally achieve. 

In order to handle the variation in sound patterns throughout the 
thirty-eight cOrTTTlunalects by which he has chosen to represent the Fijian 
languages, Geraghty resorts to what he terms a I diaphoneme I • By the use 
of this device he is able to cite in one form a number of related, but 
phonetically distinct forms. He points out that the diaphoneme is not a 
protophoneme, but an abbreviatory device. Once he has listed the communa
lects into which he divides the Fiji Islands (whi~h communalects make 
no overt mention of Taveuni), Geraghty proceeds to discuss the sound changes 
in the Fijian languages in terms of both regular and 'less regular I sound 
changes. 

He observes that in terms of the regular sound correspondences across 
the communalects, most divergences are probably the result of recent sound 
changes, for example, the fricativisation of Ikl, the shift of Ikl and It I 
to I?I, and the subsequent denasalisation of prenasalised stops. The 
discussion of less regular sound changes is perhaps more interesting because 
of what it reveals about the early history of Fijian phonological systems 
and the higher level Proto-Eastern Oceanic. He examines eastern Fijian 
apical prenasalisation, and finds, with respect to It I , /rl and Icl, that 
there is an articulatory phonetic motivation for this prenasalisation, namely 
assimilation to the preceding apical nasal in the common article~. Perhaps 
more significantly, Geraghty posits three Proto-Eastern Oceanic obstruents 
*p , *b, and *v, on the basis of the Fijian evidence, supported by external 
evidence from the southeast Solomon Islands. This splitting of Proto-Oceanic 
*p into lip and *v is also supported by considerable evidence from other 
areas within Melanesia. It is much more strongly supported than Geraghty's 
case for the existe~ce of two labiovelars, namely Proto-Eastern Oceanic 
*bw and *pw, which rests largely on the rather slim evidence provided by 
Arosi, a language of the southeast Solomon Islands. The evidence for the 
existence of a third palatal in Proto-Eastern Oceanic is more substantial, 
since the evidence from Solomon Islands' languages is corroborated by Fijian. 
However, the question of the number of palatals in Proto-Oceanic and Proto
Eastern Oceanic is not finally resolved, for evidence from a number of areas 
suggests that at least four palatals are required to account for the 
correspondence sets known to exist. Interestingly, too, especially in view 

of the problems caused by the existence of oral and nasal grades of the 
same consonants in Proto-Oceanic, Geraghty claims, and goes a long way 
towards demonstrating, that Proto-Eastern Oceanic at least did not have 
a regular morphological process of prenasalisation, but that the phenomenon 
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cropped up frequently and independently in the various Oceanic languages. 
The phonological section of the book ends with sUlllTlary tables of sound 
changes which allow the reader to tell at a glance which sound changes have 
occurred, in which dialect, and in which section they are discussed. 

Geraghty concentrates on three topics in the morpho-syntactic section 
of his work, namely pronouns, possession and transitive verbs. While the 
discussion is always relevant to Geraghty's main aim, it is a pity that 
he launches straight into a detailed examination of aspects of Fijian 
morphology and syntax without first giving the reader an overview of Fijian, 
for while the Fijian specialist is well served, an overview of basic 

,structures preceding detailed discussion would have assisted the non-
Fijianist. This lacuna probably stems from the fact that the book was 
written and conceived as a doctoral dissertation rather than a book written 
for Oceanic scholars in general. 

The morpho-syntactic section of the book follows the same pattern 
as that devoted to phonological considerations. Some twenty-three morpho
syntactic innovations are mapped and used to produce a subgrouping of the 
Fijian languages in much the same way as the groupings based on phonological 
innovation ·in the first section of his study. Perhaps the most intriguing 
feature discussed here is the prefixing of possessive pronouns to non-kin 
inalienable nouns in western Fijian. While this feature is not presently 
known outside Fiji, within the Oceanic languages, it is perhaps significant 
and worth further consideration, that this same set of nouns, denoting 
integral parts of things, places and bodies, is possessed differently from 
all other 'inalienable' nouns in the languages of Epi (Vanuatu). 

The last section of Geraghty I s work combines lexical data with the 
phonological a1d morpho-syntactic evidence discussed in the preceding 
chapters to produce a grouping of Fijian cOlllTlunalects based on exclusively 
shared features. On this basis, he sees the major Fijian language divisions 
as follows: 

WESTERN EASTERN 

- Nuclear Western - Kadavu 
- Nadroga - S.E. Viti Levu 
- Namosi-Naitasiri-Serua - N.E. Viti Levu 

- West Vanua Levu 
- Gone Dau 
- N.E. Vanua Levu 
- S.E. Vanua Levu 
- Lau 
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In the final section of the book, Geraghty turns his attention to 
a consideration of what the detailed analysis of the data from throughout 
the Fijian languages can tell us concerning the prehistory and development 
of these languages. He challenges and modifies the traditional Proto-Central 
Pacific hypothesis and refutes most of the evidence upon which it is based, 
demonstrating that Fijian is no closer to the Polynesian languages than 
it ~s to any of a number of languages of island Melanesia. He concludes 
that Polynesia was first settled from what he terms the "Tokalau area" (Lau 
and eastern Vanua Levu), basing his conclusion on a long list of uniquely 
shared lexical forms and functors . However, he maintains that Tokalau 
Fijian cannot be subgrouped with Polynesian since it is unquestionably a 
Fijian language. The genetic model, therefore, is supplemented to explain 
the relationships observed, by allowing a language to change its subgroup 
membership over time. So Geraghty claims, quite convincingly in terms of 
the evidence presented, that Tokalau Fijian, although it clearly subgroups 
now with the other Fijian languages, originally subgrouped with Polynesian. 

Geraghty is of the opinion that some time after the settlement of 
Tonga, the dialects remaining in Fiji began to evolve as a separate dialect 
chain, independent of the languages of Tonga and Samoa. Subsequently, 
western and eastern Fiji increasingly tended to develop separately as inland 
populations built up on either side of the central plateau of Viti Levu, 
leading to the development of the western and eastern Fijian language 
division, the major linguistic division today. 

Geraghty's The History of the Fijian Languages, then, is a first-rate 
piece of scholarship which will remain a standard reference work on these 
languages for some time to come. Apart from a few unfortunate typographical 
errors , such as the chapter heading I The Sound Patterms of Fiji I (chapter 
2), the technical production of the book is excellent. Its only major 
fault, and this could easily be rectified by a later, more popular 
presentation , is that it was originally written as a thesis and in its 
present form would not attract many Fijian readers. On the other hand, 
Geraghty has produced a soundly based, convincingly, and at times ingeniously 
argued piece which will serve as a methodological model for students as 
well as a landmark in the study of Oceanic languages. 
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