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There is a paradox: United States citizens have been perennially active in the 
Pacific Islands, but the Pacific is not generally regarded as being, and having 
been, an American lake. The perception is somewhat surprising given that 
Americans were predominant in the nineteenth century in the Ocean-wide 
whaling industry and in beche-de-mer trading in Fiji. They were numerous 
enough in the Samoas, and Hawai'i eventually became the fiftieth State of 
the Union-not to mention American influence in Micronesia, including 
US labour recruiters being the catalyst for Britain's declaring protectorates 
over present-day Kiribati and Tuvalu in 1892. Any book that attempts 
to restore Americans to their proper historical importance is, in theory, 
to be welcomed. Gerald Horne's The White Pacific, moreover, presents a 
Black American perspective and he may be seen, in some respects, as the 
intellectual successor of Mertz Tate. Also a Black American, in the 1960s 
Tate wrote many journal articles on the general question of racism and the 
American presence in the Pacific Islands and is probably best remembered 
for The United States and the HaJvaiian Kingdom: a political history (1965). 

Noteworthy too is the wider historiographic dimension: since the 
publication in 1999 of Dorothy Shineberg's The People Trade: Pacific Island 
laborers and New Caledonia, 1865-1930, there has been a lull in the published 
output on the Pacific Islands labour trade. The drought broke this year 
with two such books from the same publisher. One is a narrowly focused 
study of the Queensland segment of the labour trade (Violence and Colonial 
Dialogue: the Australian-Paafic indentured labor trade, by Tracy Banivanua-Mar). 
The other is The White Pacific, which is more extensive in its geographical 
coverage but not solely concerned with the labour trade. 

Gerald Horne's The White Pacific potentially offers a great deal. It 
provides a timely reminder of the sheer extent of American activity in the 
Pacific since 1865. The American Civil War not only provided the impetus 
for cotton plantations in many parts of the Pacific and in Queensland. In 
its aftermath, many Americans involved in the institution of slavery arrived 
in the Pacific along with their mental baggage. Horne not only writes about 
some of this cast of creatures (such as James T Proctor and Bully Hayes) 
in a more biographical mode; he also considers the political consequences 
of this diaspora. As well, Horne draws attention to the number of Black 
Americans that were part of this emigration. Consequently, The White Pacific 
book holds a lot of promise and, to the uninitiated, seems well researched. 
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But closer inspection of the seemingly-impressive endnotes reveals, in 
places, an undiscriminating reliance on many older and resolutely outmoded 
published sources and a corresponding lack of awareness of some of the 
standard works. Extracting basic information on Fiji from the works of 
Kim Gravelle and Stanley Brown is not a very scholarly way to proceed. 

Horne was not trained as a historian of the Pacific but neither has he 
acquired the necessary grounding in the literature nor a feel for the place, 
and that is where the book's problems lie. It cannot be relied upon as 
a reasonable depiction of processes and events, or as being in any way 
authoritative. Often enough Horne lacks a grasp of things that are both 
basic and fundamental. Take, for example, the somewhat misleading 
figures provided on page 33 for the numbers of Melanesians recruited for 
Queensland plantations. The key source is an article by Charles Price in 
a 1976 issue of the Journal of Pacific History that carefully enumerates and 
tabulates the islands of origin; and Horne also misses a comparable article, 
by Jeff Siegel, on the origins of indentured Melanesian and Gilbertese 
labourers to Fiji, in a 1985 issue of the same journal. There is, too, a 
noticeable fixation on racial types and origins that uncomfortably recalls 
the late 19th century diffusionist theorists. There is little point in piling 
example upon example: the general ineptness of it all is summed up by the 
mis-spelling of Cooktown in north Queensland as 'Cocktown' (p. 154). 

In short, The White Pacific is a book of lost opportunity. It holds out a 
great deal of promise largely unfulfilled. If I were still teaching I wouldn't 
let my students near it, and this despite the lively and agreeable prose style. 

Doug Munro 
Victoria University, of Wellington 
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] C B eagleh ole is inseparably associated with James Cook, the most celebrated 
explorer in history, for having assembled, edited and explicated the journals 
of the three great voyages, replacing the somewhat bowdlerised versions 
of earlier times . Intellectual fashions change, and explorers have gone out 
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