
NEW CALEDONIAN INDEPENDENCE STRUGGLE 

GOVERNMENT OF KANAKY 

The Minister, 

F.L.N.K.S. 
Noumea 

5th March 1985 

The F.L.N.K.S. Political Bureau 

TO: 

M. Pisani 
Delegate of the French Government 

This open letter, both of indigant protest and warning is addressed to the 
Government since you are its representative, its arm and according to you its 
'thumb'. We therefore ask you to transmit this to the government of the 
republic. As this letter is also intended for the French people, we will take 
charge of providing the press with copies. 

We would like to express our indignation for the suppression that the Kanak 
tribes undergo. Suppression which is first kept back from. the public opini,on, 
but later admitted since the oppressions/operations against the tribes of thio. 

We are indignant at the massive arrests, seizures, robberies, inflicted and 
treatments during the questionings. 

We are indignant at the conditions of imprisonment of the incarcerated Kanaks, 
conditions revealed to the public by the hunger strike engaged by the 100 Kanak 
prisoners. 

We are indignant that the Kanak people are considerated as collectively 
guilty. Guilty of what? To claim their legitimate right to struggle for their 
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freedom, for their independence. Has the French left-wing program been modified 
on this point? 

On several occasions, we have pointed out to your attention by protesting 
the acts of violence, maltreatments, pillages of houses/tribes by the armed
forces who fraternise with the right-wing as well as the extreme right-wing, 
leaving them perpetrating the worse damages and provocations towards the Kanaks, 
in Noumea as in the villages. Despite your engagements the handing in of fire
arms of the right-wing remains intact. When we have let you know about these 
facts, you have pretended to scandalise yourself and have promised an investi
gation which you have entrusted with the force of gendarmes. Then you have 
denied the extortions by the colonial forces. How could you retract those who 
only follow your orders? 

Since then, violences, pillages have been repeated in more than 20 tribes 
which some have been 'visited' three or four times. ~any people have been taken 
to the wrecked tribes to take refuge on the mountains or in other unexposed 
tribes. We have indeed come back to the period of 1878 and 1917 repressions. 
These spontaneous exodus will maybe make you avoid the opening of a regrouping 
of camps as it happended in Algeria. 

We have let you know about the following extortions of the mobile forces 
within the tribes. 

Destruction of houses, doors and windows broken up; sets of furnitUre 
destroyed such as wardrobes, tables, beds, television, radios ••• ; crockery 
shivered. Money and precious objects stolen. 

In addition, weapons, agricultural tools necessary for farming were seized. 
Another way to starve the Kanaks. 

During these operations, acts of physical violence on the tribal popUlations 
including towards the chiefs, the old and blind people, sometimes with the 
presence of the public prosecutor. 

On that matter, you just have to read the complaint made by the council of 
chiefs of NASSIRAH. And we possess some more indisputable evidences. Of course 
your old troopers invade the villages with armoured vehicles, helicopters, 
throwing of offensive bombs and they achieve their heinous crimes without minding 
the presence of the young children whose admiration for the French civilisation 
will not be reinforced. 

We have also pointed out to you the maltreatments related to the torture 
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Without arms, without defence, our Kanak tribes will be led by fortitude to 
riposte with all that remains in their courage, strength and determination I 
No one will grow impatient on the field ••• " 

But is that what you wish? It is possible that you have come to the territory 
full of good faith, of good intentions and with a project. But the non-Kanaks, 
blinded that they are not fanatic leaders and demagogues who only think of their 
privileges, refuse your project. And yet that project has not been conceived 
for the Kanaks but just to protect the interests of France as well as the French 
on the country. And the non-Kanaks break their run of a good luck. With the 
local and metropolitan reactions, you remain in a cul-de-sac or in a cleft stick. 
Is your issue now to break in the Kanak people? And for that reason to provoke, 
humiliate, exasperate them until they come to hopeless acts which will allow 
you a bloody suppression in front of the public opinions. 

You try to disarm/unload the Kanaks by first seizing some poor arms, then 
vital agrarian tools such as bush knives, sickles, etc to avoid the throwing 
of stones you will probably have to seize all the pebbles found throughout the 
whole Kanaky land. And the willing of the empty handed Kanaks, their determi
nation, their consciousness about justice and about necessity for her struggle 
will be sorted out with reinforcement. 

Yesterday again, you have declared to the press: "In Thio I have visited 
three tribes. It is neither a matter of war nor of a military operation, but 
of a poke". You have a dirty thU'llb mister the delagate, and the French govern
ment has tlirty hands which disgrace France as well as the French by engaging 
them into a process of colonial war. During a war in Algeria, the goverments, 
ministers, guards of reals, delegates did not want to admit their acts of 
colonial war. They used the words pacification, normalisation, return to the 
norm, because of course, the norm could only be the colonial order. You have 
found their vocabbulary. 

We would like to mention some numbers. During the Algerian war, an armed 
military was for 20 or 3D Algerians. In New Caledonia, you use one French 
military for 10 Kanaks. 100 Kanaks out of 60,000 are in your prisons, thus 
one Kanak out of 600. This gives about 100,000 political prisoners in the scale 
of France. This gives about 100,000 political prisoners in the scale of France. 
What sad records are you trying to break? 15 Kanaks have been murdered; thus 
three by the colonial forces and 12 by the RPCR militants supported by Lafleur, 
Ukeiwe and Laroque. 

Eloi Machoro and Marcel Nonnaro have been murdered, or rather neutralised 
under your command. Two in Ouegoa during a bloody shooting of the RPCR militia 
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applied to the Kanaks when they are questioned by your gendarmes. People are 
tied up the whole day and night to trees, sometimes in the sun, or even tied 
up to the pole of the French flag within the courtyard of the gendarmerie. 
People have been bludgeoned, slapped fought on the stomach and later immobilised 
on antnests. The whole includes insults, threats, deprivation from water and 
food. 

These extortions practised in the tribes of Boulapad, IAFOA, POYA, thio, 
lifou, Ouve' a, Voh, Houailou, etc. seem to be generalised. Complaints have 
been made and supported by proofs such as medical certificates... But who can 
believe that the colonial justice will condemn the colonial army? 

Furthermore, you play a double game. Before bringing your plans to Thio, 
you tend to simulate a bit to the right. You make a search among few European 
extremists of the Caledonian Front knowing that the people 'wanted' are absent. 
In that case, your gendarmes neither break nor sack, and they clean their feet 
before entering the EUropean houses. Inequality of treatment. 

Inequality of treatment is also found in Camp-Est,your colonial prison where 
the RPCR murderers of Hienghene profit by the very good treatment given to them. 
Whereas the 100 Kanaks militants have been reduced to the hunger strike because 
the conditions of people detention were refused to them. Just imagine the 
humiliation and anger of the political militants who are treated like brigands. 
You refuse to these militants, Christians for most, the help of religion, the 
use of the Bible, the visit of any pastor or parish priest, informations, news
papers, radios. They were granted few times of ridiculous stroll. The sick 
people are not even allowed to take medical care adapted to their situation. 
The only treatment applied to a serious asthmatic was the dark cell where he 
is forced to sleep on the naked floor. The only advice granted was the one 
the colonial army doctor. 

When it is the question of political prisoner status, you say 'let's rather 
talk about the improvement of the conditions of detention' because you refuse 
to recognise that it is a question of legitimate political struggle of a nation 
for her liberation. 

In a warning, we would like to quote an extract from the joined letter dating 
from 18/02/85 of a militant from Ponerihouen: "it is to be feared that within 
a short period, the Kanaks who are tired of those extortions will react. People 
are indigant and we wonder how long will we keep on asking them to keep cool. 
Pisani has failed to keep his promise because gendarmes and mobile forces 
bludgeon! Pisani must not forget that the FLNKS will avenge his 15 militants 
murdered who have not been weighed on the balance or scale of negotiations I 
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with the complicity . of the gendarmes. Ten in Thienghene by the militia still 
supported by the gendarmes. 

You have done great case of the fact that Yves Tual, 17 years, has been 
neutralised' with an arm in his hand he has been using. But Maurice Rapae, 

17 years old, has been shot down right in Noumea by your forces (CRS) and he 
had no arm. 

By fortitude, we continue to considerate the French government, as yourself, 
as our only interlocutor. But it is to be feared that dialogue becooes that 
of the executioner and his victim. 

This letter needs a 'cry', in a form of Kanaks' call to the French who must 
know what is perpetrated under their name. 

Whantoinette 

F.L.N.K.S. Political Bureau 
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